
Capstone Reflection 1
 

Capstone Reflection 

Rebecca Kirejczyk 

Southern New Hampshire University 



Capstone Reflection 2
 

Undertaking my graphic design capstone, I was plunged into an intricate interplay of 

challenges and epiphanies that epitomized my academic trajectory and shed light on my 

metamorphosis as a designer. This endeavor not only afforded a lucid glimpse into the pragmatic 

realm of professional graphic design—from adhering to deadlines, assimilating, and 

implementing incisive feedback to the holistic contemplation of a project's lifecycle but also 

facilitated introspection into my unique design style and the precise direction I envision for my 

career. It became a catalyst in discovering my true passion and offered a moment of reflection on 

the core motivations that propelled me into this journey. Distinctly divergent from preceding 

design courses, this capstone underscored the impending commencement of my professional 

journey in the design sphere. While it illuminated the vast expanse of knowledge yet to be 

acquired, a retrospective glance from my inaugural design project to the present reveals 

undeniable progress. Such reflections invigorate my commitment to continuous learning, 

fostering self-belief and spurring a deeper motivation within. 

During my tenure at SNHU, I was immersed in a diverse spectrum of educational 

encounters, each meticulously refining my competencies and deepening my grasp of graphic 

design. The capstone project emerged as the exaltation of this academic odyssey, embodying the 

cumulative knowledge and expertise garnered over the years. Far from being a mere assignment, 

the capstone stood as an affirmation of my developed capabilities, the adversities surmounted, 

and my evolution into a designer.  

Initially, the course presented an overwhelming landscape as I grappled with defining my 

identity within the design realm. Nevertheless, from the outset, I was propelled to engage in 

profound reflection, cultivating a deeper understanding and drawing meaningful parallels 

between my personal journey and the academic insights I acquired. This rigorous process 
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undeniably augmented my professional growth. The capstone course uniquely positioned me to 

refine and showcase my works, bridging the transition from academia to the professional 

domain. This facilitated an introspective examination of each design piece, articulating its merits 

through the list of established design principles, thereby underscoring its efficacy. Such a 

reflective writing practice, pervasive throughout the program, prompted a nuanced evaluation of 

my design choices, helping to enhance the quality of my work. Articulating design rationales not 

only bolsters my self-assuredness in professional settings but also assures potential employers of 

the depth of understanding and maturity I bring as a freshly minted designer. 

During the capstone course, invaluable feedback from my instructor underscored the 

importance of elevating individual pieces into a more comprehensive and polished project. A 

particular infographic, which I favored for its reflection of my stylistic inclinations and skills as a 

designer, illustrated my understanding of typography, visual hierarchy, color theory, and 

composition. However, its impact was somewhat diminished when juxtaposed with other 

portfolio projects. By finetuning the margins and integrating an additional piece to enhance its 

context, the project not only achieved a more potent visual resonance but also embodied the 

principles of repetition and harmony. This exercise showcased the capacity to conclude and 

enrich a singular concept. In parallel, feedback for a magazine spread, originally comprising two 

pages, prompted the conception of a magazine cover, thereby providing the project with a more 

complete and professional representation. 

Within the dynamic realm of graphic design, collaboration emerges as a linchpin, serving 

as a conduit for creativity and refinement. When designers merge their perspectives, they unlock 

a treasure trove of diverse ideas, often leading to innovative solutions. While individual 

introspection offers value, the collective scrutiny of collaborative efforts can unearth overlooked 
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nuances, providing invaluable constructive criticism. This amalgamation of expertise accelerates 

not only skill acquisition but also project efficiency, with specialized task distribution ensuring 

quality isn't sacrificed for speed. Furthermore, graphic design's intersectionality with domains 

like marketing and user experience accentuates the importance of holistic, collaborative input, 

ensuring designs resonate beyond aesthetics and into broader organizational objectives. As 

designers traverse their professional journeys, collaborations don't just improve the immediate 

work; they foster an ecosystem of continuous learning, innovation, and support, ensuring both 

the design and the designer remain at the industry's cutting edge. 

Armed with a comprehensive education from my bachelor's in graphic design and media 

arts, I am poised to transition these learnings into the professional realm. The foundational grasp 

of core design principles, coupled with adeptness in industry-standard software, will guide my 

creation of compelling visuals across diverse media platforms. But beyond aesthetics, my 

training has cultivated a nuanced problem-solving mindset, enabling me to translate challenges 

into innovative design solutions. This academic journey has also underscored the importance of 

professionalism, ethical considerations, and effective collaboration, ensuring I navigate the 

workplace with integrity and efficacy. A curated portfolio stands as a testament to my 

capabilities, while the ingrained habit of critical self-assessment and receptivity to feedback 

ensures continuous improvement. Additionally, the valuable connections forged with mentors 

and peers during my studies offer a rich network of potential collaborations and opportunities. In 

sum, my academic voyage has not merely imparted technical skills but has holistically prepared 

me for a dynamic and evolving career in the vast expanse of design and media arts. 

In my pursuit to advance the graphic design industry while championing positive societal 

impact, I will weave ethical principles and social responsibility into the very fabric of my 
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creations. Prioritizing user-centric design ensures that each project is rooted in empathy and 

inclusivity, catering to the diverse tapestry of global audiences. Recognizing the power of design 

as a communicator, I am committed to cultural sensitivity, avoiding superficial representations in 

favor of authentic and respectful narratives. With an eye on sustainability, I'll champion 

environmentally friendly practices, from material selections in print to energy-efficient digital 

interfaces. Honesty and transparency will guide my representations, while an unwavering 

commitment to data privacy ensures user trust. But it's not just about individual actions: by 

continuously updating my knowledge of ethical standards, engaging directly with communities 

for genuine insights, and collaborating with organizations that echo these values, I aim to 

magnify the positive ripple effect of my work. Embracing diversity in representation and 

regularly revisiting my designs post-launch for iterative improvements are steps towards an 

evolving, holistic approach. In essence, I envision a design journey that is not merely about 

aesthetics but a deeper mission of forging lasting, positive imprints on society. 

In my professional journey as a graphic designer devoted to wildlife conservation, I 

envision a multifaceted approach that marries visual aesthetics with environmental advocacy. My 

primary objective is to spearhead awareness campaigns that spotlight pressing conservation 

dilemmas, from endangered species to habitat erosion. By collaborating with esteemed 

conservation NGOs, I aim to elevate their outreach, simultaneously developing educational 

materials that resonate with diverse age groups, from school children to adults. These tools, be 

they interactive digital platforms or tactile educational kits, will foster genuine appreciation and 

understanding of wildlife. Embracing sustainable design practices, I'm committed to eco-friendly 

solutions, whether it's through recycled print materials or energy-efficient digital content. 

Venturing into the realm of merchandise offers a twofold opportunity: spreading awareness and 
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generating crucial funds for conservation. Storytelling, a powerful tool, will be harnessed to 

transform raw data into emotionally compelling narratives, ensuring messages strike a chord 

with audiences. As the field evolves, I pledge to remain a lifelong learner, immersing myself in 

both the latest in design and conservation. Finally, by volunteering and actively networking at 

events, I hope to not only refine my skills but also inspire budding designers to join this pivotal 

intersection of design and conservation. In essence, I see my role as a crucial bridge, leveraging 

the potency of graphic design to champion the cause of our planet's invaluable wildlife. 


